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THE HON BOB HAWKE AC 
 
Bob Hawke was born on 9 December 1929 at Bordertown, South Australia. He was educated at Perth 
Modern School and the University of Western Australia, where he graduated with the degrees of 
Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Arts (Economics). He was Western Australia’s Rhodes Scholar of 
1953 and studied at Oxford University from 1953 to 1955, graduating with the degree of Bachelor of 
Letters. 
 
In 1956 he returned to Australia to take up a research scholarship at the Australian National University, 
and in 1958 became Research Officer and Advocate wit the Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU). 
He was ACTU President from 1970-1980. 
 
Mr Hawke joined the Australian Labor Party (ALP) in 1947 and was elected President of the ALP for the 
period 1973-1978. In 1980 he was elected to the Federal Parliament, and in February 1983 became the 
Leader of the opposition. He led the Labor Party to victory in the general election in March 1983 and, in 
winning three successive elections, became Australia’s longest serving Labor Party Minister. He ceased 
to be Prime Minister in December 1991 and resigned from the Parliament in February 1992. 
 
Mr Hawke was made a Companion of the Order of Australia (AC) in 1979. He is an Honorary Fellow at 
the University College of Oxford, was presented with an honorary degree of Doctor of Letters by the 
University of Western Australia, and holds honorary Doctorates from Nanjing University of China, the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem; the University of New South Wales and the University of South 
Australia. He was appointed Adjunct Professor in the Research Schools of Pacific Studies and Social 
Sciences at the Australian National University for the period 1992-1995 and Honorary Visiting Professor 
in Industrial Relations at the University of Sydney 1992-1997. 
 
Current honorary positions include: Member of the Advisory Council of the Institute for International 
Studies at Stanford University; Chairman of the Committee of Experts on Membership of the Education 
International; Chairman of the Sydney City Mission Fundraising Task Force and Chairman, Fundraising 
Campaign, International Diabetes Institute. 
 
Mr Hawke is also engaged in business consulting work. 
 
CLIENT FEEDBACK 
 
“Your participation was appreciated by all involved and significantly contributed to the conferences 
success.” 
LG Pro 
 
“Our delegates appreciated your candour and humour, I am grateful to you for taking part.” 
ABTA 
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